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Minutes of a meeting of Woodford Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th September 2017 in the 
vestry of the Baptist Church, Rose Terrace, commencing at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Mr P Bird (chair), Mr G Banham, Mr N Chapman, Mrs A Fothergill, Mr M 

Hackney, Mr M Hurst, Mrs S Robinson, Mr A Sharkey, Mr D Sharples 
 and Mr I Vaughan. 
 

In attendance: Mr P T Bird (Clerk) 
 

Apologies for 
absence: 

Mrs J Hathaway, Mr D Stevens, Mr M Vaughan, Cllr D Hughes (ENC) and Cllr S 
Hughes (NCC). 
 

Minutes of last 
meeting: 

The minutes of the August Parish Council meeting having been circulated, 
were agreed as a true record by those present. It was unanimously agreed 
that the Chairman sign them as such. 
 

Police Report: 1: Inspector Lyon had sent a document regarding the new Policing model for 
the area, also detailing organisational change. The Clerk was asked to 
circulate by email. 
 

Comments from 
Electors: 

2: No members of the electorate were present. 

Cllr D Hughes 
Comments: 

3: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Cllr S Hughes 
Comments: 

4: Cllr Hughes was not present 

Matters arising from 
the minutes: 

5: Road Safety Audit. The Clerk’s letter was read requesting a road safety 
audit on the old A604 was read out. No response. 

6: Village Gateways. The Clerk advised a response had not yet been 
received regarding a “Gateway” for Mill Road. 

7: “Woodford Signs”. The Clerk had fetched these signs from Northampton 
and these had been installed in Mill Road and Addington Road. 

8: Speed Identification Device. This was now located nearer the entrance 
to the village and was giving much higher readings. 

9: Street Lamps. The lamp in Pound Lane had still not been replaced by 
Eon and the Clerk had requested that the installation be carried out as 
soon as possible. The Central Database of lamps had been updated to 
include the new lamps in the “Paddocks”. The power supply company 
(Opus) and E.on (for maintenance purposes) had been informed. Neither 
had confirmed an update to their records. 

10: Greenway Link. The Clerk (in the absence of Mr Stevens) reported that 
the price offered by Gladstone Construction had been confirmed and that 
a start date of 18th September had been agreed and as a result work had 
commenced. New kissing gates had been ordered by the contractor but 
the delivery time scale could delay the ultimate completion of the project. 

11: Spire Homes / ENC Tenancies. A response was to hand from the 
Housing Association advising that lettings were dealt in accordance with 
ENC lettings policy. Following the introduction of the Localism Act (2011) 
it is not possible without significant evidence to refuse a tenancy to a 
person with a poor tenancy history. However, as this is no longer defined 
in law it is a potential area of litigation. Consequently new tenants are 
placed on a “starter” tenancy of 12 months which allows a quicker route 
for the landlord to recover possession if required. Specific issues of anti-
social behaviour should be referred to either the Police and/or Spire 
Homes 

12: Street Sign – Church Green. A request had been made to East 
Northants Council for an additional street sign in Church Green and this 
had been approved. 

13: Dropped kerb Alledge Drive. A letter from Mr Woods advised this 
matter had yet to be resolved (disabled dropped kerb on one side of the 
road but not the other). The Clerk was asked to remind Highways of the 
Council’s previous request. 
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14: Duke’s Arms Music. The Clerk reported that following the last Parish 
Council meeting he had received a further two telephone calls regarding 
the volume of music emanating from the Dukes Arms. Having spoken to 
East Northants Council, no complaints had been received since 2004. ENC 
had confirmed that whilst there were restrictions on the volume of 
entertainment inside the building, no restrictions existed for external 
events, other than that the volume should be “reasonable” and not cause 
nuisance to nearby neighbours. Monitoring by ENC would only take place 
if individual residents complained. 
 

Planning Issues: 15: East Northamptonshire Council Decisions 
a)  The Old Rectory 4 Church Street. 17/01311/LBC Installation of 

Lightning Conductor, and replacement of stone steps to the rear. 
Permitted.  

b) Land at Rose Paddock. 17/01098/FUL Construction of wall and 
store. Permitted 

c) Land adjacent to 3A DeCapel Close (Club Lane) 17/00984/FUL. 
Construction of Dwelling. Permitted (Footpath clause now excluded). 
Permitted. NB The Clerk had written to ENC and Cllr D Hughes re the 
proposed omission of this clause but the Highways Authority were of 
the opinion that a footpath could not be constructed to current 
standards and that in rural areas without pavements pedestrians and 
vehicles should “share the road”. As a result they requested that the 
clause previously in place, be dropped. 

16: New Planning Applications 
a) 8A Church Street. Replace gates and widen entrance splay 

17/01688/FUL. No Objection.  
17: Other Planning Matters 

a) Planning Appeal – Adjacent 1 Rectory Lane. Resolved that Clerk 
writes to inspectors advising Parish Council has no objection and 
development of this site would increase safety of junction. 
 

New 
Correspondence: 

18: Spraying in High Street. Mr Rose had written advising that grass in the 
High Street outside his house had recently been sprayed, and asked why 
the Council had carried this out as it would destabilise the surface. The 
Clerk had advised that the Parish Council had not authorised such action. 

19: Tree in West Street. A telephone request had been received from a 
resident in West Street requesting that a piece of “unadopted land” 
outside of their house be adopted by the Parish Council and the tree on 
the land then be removed. The Council was of the opinion that the land 
was not “unadopted” and would be under the ownership of ENC, NCC, or 
Spire Homes. The Clerk was asked to take up the matter with ENC. 
 

Finance: Account balances brought forward   
 Current Account  £5,970.96 
 Interest Account  £6.05 
   £5,977.01 
 Plus   
 Way-leave (Western Power)  £22.55 
   £5,999.56 
 Less   
 2118 Mr P Bird Clerk Salary £335.00  
 2119 Mr D Cullum Groundsman £106.40  
 2120 Saints Alive Donation £100.00  
 2121 St Mary’s Churchyard Maintenance Donation  £300.00  
 2122 Nordis (Sign Supplier – Village signs) £117.02  
 2123 Mr D Cullum (Fuel Reimbursement) £29.02  
 2124 BDO Stoy External Auditor £120.00  
 2125 The Post Office (HMRC) £63.00  
 2126 Mrs D Bosworth – Litterpicking £105.00  
 DD23 Opus Energy £255.53 £1,530.97 
 Balance Carried forward  £4,468.59 
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 20: Mrs Robinson proposed, Mr Chapman seconded, and it was unanimously 

agreed that the above accounts be settled. 
21: External Auditors Report. This report advised that there were no 

irregularities in the Council’s finances and the accounts for 2016-17 were 
approved. The Council accepted the report. 
 

Donation to Royal 
British Legion Poppy 
Appeal: 

22: Following a discussion it was proposed by Mr Chapman, seconded by Mr 
Hurst and agreed by those present to donate £100.00 to the Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal. 
 

Report from Playing 
Fields Committee 
Representative: 

23: Mr Chapman reported on the meeting which had taken place and 
elaborated upon some of the issues relating to the site 

24: There were presently two senior and one junior team using the field. The 
Cricket Club hoped to use the ground for home games next season. 

25: The issue of dog fouling was a major problem. The Clerk advised that this 
was a matter for the Dog Warden and that evidence should be gained and 
sent to ENC for follow up. Article to be included in Saints Alive. 
 

Any other Business: 26: A lamp in Mill Road (opposite Paddock Road) was reported to be out. 
Clerk to advise E.on. 

27: Greenway Link. The Clerk reported Great Addington Parish Council was 
seeking to improve a bridleway from the village to the Greenway and he 
had offered advice as to information needed for the funding application. 

28: Verge Cutting. The Clerk reported that he had complained to ENC that 
the verge cut for August had not taken place until early September.  

 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 
 
 

Signed  Dated 


